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Staff Writer

bout a dozen students still send
retired University of Redlands
English professor Fritz Bromberger
Christmas cards every year.

“Of course, they've got to be very, very
old,” joked Bromberger. He himself, he
pointed out, is 88 — which “is no secret.”

Bromberger is among several individuals
at Plymouth Village continuing care retire-
ment community who are being tapped by
the UR SPURS (Service, Patriotism,
Understanding, Responsibility, Sacrifice)

. club as part of 2 community service project,

It’s a sunny morning and Bromberger —
Redlands’ Man of the Year in 2002 — cheer-
fully agreed to meet for another “session”
with Crista Hatfield, a psychology major at
the university who is recording his story in a
dining room on the retirement facility’s cam-
pus, :
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‘They’re the sweetest people
ever. One gentleman [
interviewed was head of the
Manhattan Project. Others
were U of R professors and
people from all walks of life
— World War IT and Vietnam

War vets.’

— Chrlssy Flrato, a University of
Redlands sociology major from Dublin,
Ohio, who Interviewed residents of

Plymouth Village
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‘When we came, this was a Baptist
school,” he said. “More students back then
were Methodists.” Over the years, he says,
“Redlands is becoming more of an intellectu-
al institution, which a college should be.”

Plymouth Village is sponsoring “This Is
Your Life," a program designed to record the
gold mine of fascinating stories waiting (o be
%md among its residents, which
includes a man who worked on the atomic
bomb; another who helped work on the first
jet engine. Residents are artists, ex-military
personnel, Pearl Harbor and Wake Island sur-
vivors; many are former UR faculty,

Their stories will be written up and pre-
sented back to their respective clients, and a
copy will also remain with Plymouth
Village's archives,

_ “The SPURS were looking for a commu-
nity service project, and this was suggested,”
said 1 Hines, an activities coordinator
at Pl Village, “It's great, because
there's such an age gap between the students
and our 80- 1o 100-year-olds, Everybody here

See LIVES, Page A4
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has a fascinating story.”

The students get to fulfill a
community service requi t for
college, and the resic o o T
keepsake memoir typed up to pass
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Happ also talked with Lt. Col.  cute stories, It was fun to hear facts
Charles Ullrey, 85. about the U of R, which is so dif- |
“I'm a pilot,” Happ said, “and it~ ferent now.” ) ¥
was fascinating to hear him talk “It's become a different world,”
about all these details of flying in  Bromberger said. "l?iwiyun ago i
B-24s and C-47s — huge plancs. my wife (Corrine) and I declared
I've seen these planes at air shows, that we'd never go to & place like
but it was fun to hear him talk Plymouth Village. But we're much e enjoyed |

about them.” \ slower now, and this place keeps i ies," Hatfield said.
“As I'm still trying to decide what I
want to do in life, it's ating to
see what they've done. I .thm Bl
. burning down." hear about the challenges they =
Burma, At Plymouth Village, their lives  faced and overcame, and where |
and stories get intermingled with  their lives have taken them.” 41
many others. Bromberger said that “There's a lot of history here,”
“I still chum around with Martin  said Firato, “It's really o7y
Munz," former principal of I i
Redlands High School. “We miss
iends with whom we
with, '

our spirits up. We like our privacy,
and we feel safe here. I used to
always worry about the house
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