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TEEN LEADERS MAKE A 
LASTING IMPACT AT MT. VIEW

Every Thursday, something special takes place at Mt.
View Elementary. Forty kindergarten students anx-
iously await the arrival of their “buddy” – an Antioch
High School student participating in the Alignment
Nashville Leadership Development Class. Offered at
Antioch and Maplewood High Schools, this class is
designed to give students the skills they need to
become great leaders, with the ultimate goal of 
creating a better learning environment in school. 

Alignment Nashville (AN) represents a collaboration of area nonprofits that
have the common goal of supporting Metro Schools in its mission. PENCIL
works closely with AN to support projects. PENCIL’s Reading Partners Director
Ann Johnston trained the Antioch students and will keep track of the Mt. View
students’ progress. Beginning soon, Maplewood high school students will work
with Tom Joy Elementary students. 

The Leadership class members are excited to be
acting as positive role models. Part of their assign-
ment was to evaluate their student on the first day
and research ways activities that would best help
the student learn. They created activity boxes and
work with their student for an hour each week. 

Kara Jones knows her student learns by memory
so she created a box of activities to play on that
strength. “She has been improving and improving,” said Jones. “It’s rewarding
to see you’re actually helping somebody. Each week she gets closer to me and

more comfortable.” 
Kindergarten teachers at Mt. View are

grateful for the tutors, some of which are
bilingual and have been matched with ELL
students. Teacher Leann Claussen thinks 
this is a huge asset because the children feel
comfortable with older students who have
the same native language. “This has made a

major difference for the students that needed that extra push,” she said.



Diane Christie (right), senior
director of Government
Affairs at Comcast, presents
a check from The Comcast
Foundation to PENCIL’s
Executive Director Connie
Williams in recognition of
Comcast Cares Day. Two
hundred local Comcast
employees their families
added a fresh coat of paint
to the hallways at Isaac
Litton Middle School. 

COMCAST REALLY
DOES CARE!

THANK YOU
Julia Green Elementary
students for providing the
entertainment at PENCIL’s
December Board of
Directors meeting!
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March 2
Hillwood High School

June 8
PENCIL Foundation

LP® PENCIL BOX NEARS
$100,000 IN SUPPLY DONATIONS 

The fall semester has been
a busy one for LP® PENCIL
Box! Thanks to the support
of PENCIL Partners and
LP® PENCIL Box donors,
we have reached nearly
$100,000 in supply 
donations and have served
around 7,500 students!

Teachers and students are grateful for the extra help. This letter was sent to
Melissa Eads with Kroger.

Metro teachers enjoy
their free shopping trip
to LP® PENCIL Box.

Teachers from Margaret Allen
Middle School enjoy some Saturday
shopping at LP® PENCIL Box

Thanks to these Vanderbilt student
volunteers 100 children will receive
backpacks filled with needed school
supplies!

WE SALUTE
LP® PENCIL BOX
TEACHERS AND
VOLUNTEERS! Una Elementary teachers take a 

shopping break to pose for a picture



PARTNERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS WITH PENCIL PARTNERS

MMMM...PIZZA!
Highwoods Properties hosted a
pizza party for students at Upper
Murrell School. 

GOOD CHEER AND CHILI
Metro Juvenile Court staff 
delivered gift bags for 550 students
at Stratton Elementary. The court
raised the money by hosting a 
chili cook-off during the month 
of November and donated an 
additional $200 to the school. 

FA-LA-LA-LA-LA.....

Park Avenue Enhanced Option
fourth-graders entertained Marsh
employees with Christmas Carols.
Marsh provided the transportation and
treated students to snacks following
the performance.
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A CEREMONY OF
WELCOME AND THANKS
Isaac Litton Middle School
extended a warm welcome to
their two PENCIL Partners, 
Sam’s Club, Rivergate and 
the Inglewood Neighborhood
Association, with a partnership
ceremony held in January. 

WE’LL MISS YOU!
PENCIL’s Communications Director Paul Cotton
retired in early November after 6 years with
PENCIL and over 30 years as an educator in
Metro Nashville Public Schools. Paul has made
tremendous contributions to PENCIL over the
years, including the launch of this newsletter.
Paul, you will truly be missed by all. Best wishes
from your friends at PENCIL! 



THREE CHEERS FOR AMEC! 
If you took a visit to Apollo Middle School, you might think that employees 
at AMEC Earth & Environmental are paid staff members. They are there every
week – volunteering with PENCIL’s Math Partners program, presenting CHOICES 
seminars and providing environmental presentations to science classes. This is 
in addition to donating school supplies, creating banners for school events and
running concession stands at the homecoming game. 

Since becoming a PENCIL Partner with Apollo last year, AMEC has jumped 
in to help wherever they can. AMEC Office Manager Edwin Watkins explains,
“AMEC views sustainability as an important function of our corporation. The
Nashville office is committed to the Nashville community and we have worked
to incorporate community activities into our office culture.”

AMEC Math Partners volunteer JoVonne Mathiesen agrees. “Convincing a 7th
grader that math is actually going to matter to them in their everyday life can be
a challenge but it is so rewarding when you do make that connection and even
elicit a smile or two.”

Ninety-six students benefited from the Math Partners program in the fall thanks
to dedicated AMEC volunteers and the company decided that presenting the
CHOICES program to eighth-grade students was so important they purchased
five licenses in order to do so. 

Assistant Principal Lauren Rickey is happy to have the community support
at Apollo. AMEC employees are reinforcing real-world practical application of
math and science to students in the TAG (Top Apollo Grads) Team program.
“We are delighted with the AMEC’s willingness to actively provide leadership 
for our shared children in our Antioch community.”

Lorie King, who coordinates the partnership for AMEC simply says, “we want
to help in every aspect we can and the best part about this partnership to our
staff is that we know that what we are doing is needed. “And what we are giving
we are getting back ten-fold.” 
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CELEBRATE READ MEWEEK 
PENCIL’s Reading Partners
program is teaming up with
Book’em to invite you to
participate in Read Me
Week. The 17th annual
event will take place Feb. 25
through March 3. Volunteer
to read to students during
this week and promote the
joy of reading! The staff at
Book’em will be placing
volunteers at school
according to need so if you
are a PENCIL volunteer
and plan to participate,
please contact Book’em 
at 834-READ. 



On October 12, 143 community leaders
shadowed a Metro principal as part of the
sixth annual Principal for a Day event. A
partnership between Metro Schools and
PENCIL, the event promotes community
involvement Nashville public schools.
Guests spent the morning visiting class-
rooms, reading to students, monitoring
hallways … and even doing the morning
announcements! Fifty-three of the partici-
pants were linked with PENCIL Partners. 

The day concluded with a luncheon
held at Belmont University’s Curb Event
Center, sponsored by Bank of Nashville.
Thank you to everyone who participated
in this event!

GUEST COMMENTS
“I certainly gained a new respect for the
effort made to teach each child. Moreover,
the principal’s desire to create a new vision
of life in all of the students was refreshing.
He clearly believes in and is excited about
the potential each child possesses.”

“I want to thank you for the opportunity 
I had yesterday to meet an exceptional
leader! (Principal) was a great host and
leads a great school at (school). I was
extremely impressed how he disciplined the children and let them know that he loved
them. I went there to observe but ended up receiving a great lesson in leadership.
Thank you.”

“Principal for a Day has been the most significant and motivational civic event I
have experienced. I look forward to another great day!”
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NASHVILLE LEADERS 
BECOME PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY
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A LITTLE NIGHT of MUSIC
TUESDAY, MARCH 6 AT 6:00 P.M.

COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME® & MUSEUM
FEATURING

MARTINA McBRIDE
& GUEST LITTLE BIG TOWN

Presented by Creative Artists Agency and benefiting PENCIL Foundation

For more information, call 242-3167 x222

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Principal Barbara Ide enjoys the
luncheon with her Principal for a
Day guest Randall Bauch, of Dell. 

Tennessee’s Commissioner of
Education, Lana Seivers spent the
morning with Principal Robert
Bohrer at Julia Green Elementary.

bank of nashville
logo here
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IN-KIND
DONATIONS
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