
by Bill Carey, the Tennessee History GuyHISTORY LESSON

Not a lot of Tennesseans have
heard of Hattie Caraway,

but perhaps they should have. A
native of Tennessee, she was the
first woman ever elected to the
U.S. Senate.

Caraway was born on Feb.1,
1878, under the name Hattie
Wyatt, in the tiny Humphreys
County community of Bak-
erville. She grew up in nearby
Hustburg. As a child she worked
on the family farm and helped in
her father’s general store — two
occupations that were typical of
kids in her generation. Unlike
most girls her age, she got an
extensive education — first
enrolling in Ebenezer College in
Hustburg and later attending the
Dickson Normal College, gradu-
ating in 1896. While at that
school, she met Thaddeus Car-
away. After he got his law
degree, the two married and
moved to Jonesboro, Ark.

Thaddeus Caraway became an
attorney and was elected to be
one of Arkansas’ two U.S. sena-
tors in 1920, then re-elected in
1926. During this time, Hattie
Caraway focused on raising their
two children and spent very little
time socializing with people in
Washington, D.C. 

Then, in November 1931,
Thaddeus Caraway died unex-
pectedly. The governor of
Arkansas nominated Hattie Car-
away to finish out her husband’s
term, a nomination that was con-
firmed by a hastily called elec-
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‘Silent Hattie’
Photographs courtesy of the Library of Congress

First woman elected to U.S. Senate had Tennessee roots 

Hattie Caraway’s portrait by artist
John Oliver Buckley hangs in the
U.S. Senate Collection.

TN HISTORY.qxp:TECA_0410_  3/15/10  3:35 PM  Page 24



tion a month later. At the time,
practically all of the political
powers in Arkansas (including
the governor) did not expect
Caraway to run when her seat
came open for election the next
year.

Caraway’s decision to run in
the fall of 1932, therefore, came
as a shock to many people. No
one gave her campaign much of
a chance until July of that year,
when Louisiana Sen. Huey Long
came into Arkansas and cam-
paigned heavily for her. Why the
immensely powerful Long did
this is a matter of speculation.
Some believe that he was sym-
pathetic toward the widow Car-
away, while others simply think
it was Long’s way of “getting
back” at Joseph Robinson, an
Arkansas politician running against Caraway. 

In any case, Hattie and Huey crisscrossed the state, holding
a dozen rallies per day that August. “Interest was so great that
many rural people lined the roads to get a glimpse of Huey
and Hattie and were rewarded with music from the sound

trucks and literature from
the vans as they passed on
their way,” a book called
“Hattie and Huey” (by
David Malone) explains. An
estimated 200,000 Arkansas
residents came to see the
great Louisiana politician
sharing the stump with the
shy Caraway.

It sounds like a scene from
the movie “O Brother, Where
Art Thou?” And when it was
over, Caraway won the elec-
tion against her heavily
favored rivals.

Caraway was re-elected in
1938 (this time without the
help of Long, who was assas-
sinated in 1935). But she lost
to William Fulbright in 1944.
During nearly 14 years in the

Senate, Caraway was not very vocal — earning the nickname
“Silent Hattie” — and was a loyal ally of President Franklin
Roosevelt. While many of her colleagues made long speeches,
Caraway could be seen knitting or reading in the Senate cham-
ber. She also had a tendency to vote along with her fellow sena-
tors from the South — voting against anti-poll tax and anti-
lynching legislation. But during her tenure, she became the first
woman to serve a six-year Senate term, the first woman elected
to the U.S. Senate, the first woman to chair a Senate committee
and the first woman to preside over the Senate.

(Caraway was not, however, the first woman to ever serve in
the U.S. Senate. That honor went to Mrs. Rebecca Fulton of
Georgia, who served for two days in the Senate in 1922.)

Hattie Caraway died in December 1950 and is buried in
Jonesboro, Ark. I’m sorry to say that it does not appear as if
anything in Tennessee is named for her, although there is a his-
toric marker honoring her adjacent to the cemetery in Bak-
erville, where her brothers are buried. 

The residents of Bakerville, and there aren’t very many of
them, are proud to point out that Hattie Caraway isn’t the

only famous person to have come
from there; it is also the native
home of Capt. William R. Ander-
son, a former U.S. House member
and captain of the first Navy sub-
marine to have passed under the
North Pole.

Dean Bush, a member of the board
of the Humphreys County Historical
Association, helped in the research
of this column. 
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At top, a historical
marker near her
Humphreys County
birth site tells the
story of Hattie Car-
away, who in 1932
became the first
female elected to the
U.S. Senate. Above are
Caraway and her hus-
band, Thaddeus,
whose senate seat she
took after his death. 

Tennessee History for Kids

Bill Carey is a Nashville author 
and executive director of 

“Tennessee History for Kids,” an
online Tennessee history text-
book. For more great stories

of Tennessee history, go to
www.tnhistoryforkids.org.

TN HISTORY.qxp:TECA_0410_  3/15/10  3:35 PM  Page 25


	TECA_0410_024
	TECA_0410_025


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (RRD DSC - Use these settings to create PDF's if you are NOT downloading low res ads in an ad managemtent workflow.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (RRD DSC - Use these settings to create PDF's if you are NOT downloading low res ads in an ad managemtent workflow.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


